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OSCE’s support towards a definitive solution
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Request for assistance 2009

* Armenian Ministry of
Emergency Services
requested OSCE for
assistance to assess situation
at Nubarashen landfill

* OSCE/ENVSEC project is
prepared with support of the

government and NGOs such
as AWHHE.




Request for assistance 2010

» April 2010 an emergency situation develops: cover of
landfill removed and direct exposure to the
environment




P

' -_._ ’l" ';:\
(R A






What did we do?
OWe acted




OSCE supported the Government with
the response to the emergency

O S C E / E NVS E C engange S - THE CENTER FOR ECOLOGICAL-NOOSPHERE STUDIES OF NAS RA

OSCE SUPPORTED PROJECT

inte mn ati on al e Xp e rt t [0 A PILOT INVESTIGATION OF CONTAMINANT WITHDRAWAL FROM

THE NUBARASHEN TOXIC CHEMICALS REPOSITORY SITE

Support emergency aCtionS Sampled were the waters of the brook originating below the toxic chemicals

repository and downstream bottom sediments. Sampling date: 17.05.2010. The

positioning of sampling points corresponds to expectable streams of substances
traveling from the repository site (Fig.1).

FAO expert invloved and
emergency closure plan is
developed

Local expertise utilised to
help assess contamination

L]
rlSl(S Fig. 1. An overview map of Nubarashen toxic chemicals repository and expectable
streams

The sampling map and sampling points are given in figure 2 and 3, respectively.
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OSCE supported the government with
the response to the emergency

e Government sets up Emergency Working
Group under MES

e President made 100 ooo USD for ad hoc
closure

 Finalised Emergency Closure
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First step but only fempofary
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Why I am here?

e Armenian emergency burial site is
not only Armenian case but example
representing serious problem in
region of former Soviet Union

e We need to work together towards
structural solution and make a joint
action plan to prevent such cases



